H.S. District Solo & Ensemble (Choir)
revised Jan 7, 2019

Deadline - Fri, Jan 11 is when this signed form & fees need to be turned in to Mr. Wright
*Mr. Wright can only guarantee a school-paid accompanist to the first 10 students to turn in this form &
fees, so get it in as soon as possible

What - An adjudicated festival where students perform for a rating in one of these two events:
• solo event - one student sings two songs with a piano accompanist
• ensemble event - multiple students sing two songs with a piano accompanist
*students can be in multiple events

Who - Any 9th through 12th grader currently in choir class
When - Sat, February 9, 2019. Each student will likely be scheduled sometime between 8am-5pm,
and students are only required to attend their own event (but are encouraged to support their peers too
if possible)

Where - Reeths-Puffer High School
Fees - Can pay by cash or check (payable to Whitehall District Schools)
• $15 for each solo event
• $30 for each ensemble event (to be split among students in the ensemble, up to 5 people)

Music - If Mr. Wright gave you songs to use out of his books, you are all set for music. If that hasn’t
happened yet, see him to get help picking out your songs. If you’d rather pick out songs yourself, here
are the guidelines:
• 2 songs have to be of contrasting styles (and no pop, musicals, jazz, barbershop, or novelty)
• 1 song has to be from the MSVMA approved repertoire list (check with Mr. Wright)
• You must provide two original copies of the selections with measures clearly numbered
• If music was purchased online, you must have two original proofs of purchase

Accompanist - Each accompanist is only allowed to play for 10 events at solo & ensemble. As of
right now, Whitehall Schools currently has 1 accompanist scheduled to play for students at solo &
ensemble. Because of this, Mr. Wright can only guarantee a school-paid accompanist to the first 10
students to turn in their form & fees. If more than 10 students turn in forms & fees, Mr. Wright will try to
find a 2nd school-paid accompanist for those students, but can’t guarantee it (in which case it’d be up
to each person beyond the first 10 to find an accompanist & pay them yourself). The school-paid
accompanist(s) will be in to work with students during choir class the week of January 28.

Practicing - It’s the responsibility of each student to make sure they are practicing their songs at
home enough to learn them and memorize them by January 28 for working with the accompanist. Use
YouTube videos to learn your songs, and then after you learn them switch to the piano-only recordings
Mr. Wright emailed you (if you’re using one of his books). Mr. Wright’s best recommendation is to
practice both songs every day for 10-15 minutes total, which should help you learn/memorize your
songs with no problem. Also, don’t stop practicing once you have them memorized. Sing through them
at least once every day to keep them fresh in your brain. This is really important for when you get
nervous at festival - the more practice you’ve done on your songs (and especially recent practice), the
less your memory will be affected by nerves.

Recital - Students participating in solo & ensemble are required to participate in a pre-solo &
ensemble recital the evening of Mon, Feb 4 at 7pm in the H.S. choir room. Family and friends are
welcome to come watch the recital, which serves as a chance for students to practice performing their
songs right before performing them at solo & ensemble.
_ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (cut this off so you can keep the info part) __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _

Parent Agreement
I have read this document and agree to everything it contains. I have paid the fees, will encourage my
child to regularly practice their songs, will make sure my child participates in the recital on Mon, Feb 4,
and will drive my child to Reeths-Puffer H.S. on Sat, Feb 9 for their scheduled event(s). If my child is in
an ensemble event, I will also make sure they have time to practice with the other students in that
ensemble outside of school hours.
______________________________
parent name, printed

______________________________
parent signature

____________
date

Student Agreement
I have read this document and agree to everything it contains. I will regularly practice & memorize my
songs at home, work with the accompanist during school, attend the recital on Mon, Feb 4, and go to
Reeths-Puffer H.S. on Sat, Feb 9 for my scheduled event(s). If I’m in an ensemble event, I will also
practice with the other students in that ensemble outside of school.
______________________________
student name, printed

______________________________
student signature

____________
date

